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tasis of some press reports. You told us that the Cabinet
Mission and you were not prepared to accept a request for
the inclusion of a Muslim chosen by the Congress among the
representatives of the Congress in the interim Government*
This seemed to us an extraordinary decision.
It was indirect opposition to your own statement quoted
above. It meant that the Congress could not freely choose
-even its own nominees. The fact that this was not to be
taken as a precedent made hardly any difference. Even a
temporary departure from such a vital principle could not be
accepted by us at any time or place and in any circumstances.
In your letter of the 20th ]une you gave certain questions
framed by Mr. Jinnah in his letter dated I9th June and your
replies to them. We have not seen Mr. Jinnah's letter. In
-question 3 reference is made to representation of the four
minorities, the Scheduled Castes, the Sikhs, the Indian Chris-
tians and the Parsees, and it is asked as to <l who will fill in
vacancies caused in these groups, and whether in filling up
the vacancies the leader of the Muslim League will be consult-
ed and his consent obtained."
In your answer you say : " If any vacancy occurs among
the seats at present allotted to the representatives of the
minorities, I shall naturally consult both the main parties
before filling it." Mr. Jinnah has thus included the Scheduled
Castes among the minorities and presarnably you have, agreed
with this view. So far as we ate concerned we repudiate
this view and consider the Scheduled Castes as integral parts
of Hindu society* You also in your letter of June 15 treated
the Scheduled Castes as Hindus*
You pointed out that in your proposal there was no
44 parity" either between Hindus and Muslims or between
the Congress and the Muslim League inasmuch as there were
to be six Hindus belonging to the Congress as against five
Muslims belonging to the League. One of the six Hindus
belonged to the Scheduled Castes. We are in any case not
agreeable to the leader of a party, which claims to represent
a community which is a minority, interfering with the elec-
tion of names either of the Scheduled Castes? whose represent
tation, you counted as falling within the Congress quota, or
with the selection of representatives of the minorities